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OVERVIEW 

The government have committed to ensuring that European Union (EU) citizens currently residing 

lawfully in the UK will be able to stay, and to continue to access in-country benefits and services on 

broadly the same terms as now, in both a deal and a no deal scenario. 

As an overview, the intention is that EU citizens who have been continuously resident in the UK for five 

years will be allowed to stay indefinitely by getting ‘settled status’. This means these citizens will be 

free to reside in any capacity, have access to public funds and services and will be able to apply for 

British citizenship. EU citizens who haven’t been here for five years will be able to get permission to 

stay until they have accumulated five years, after which they will be able to apply for settled status. 

EU citizens and their families will be able to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme to continue living in the 

UK after 30th June 2021. This scheme has been developed to process the applications of EU citizens 

currently living in the UK to allow them to remain in the UK after Brexit.  

DO I NEED TO APPLY?  

If you’re an EU citizen or a family member of an EU citizen, you’ll usually need to apply if you want to 

stay in the UK after 30th June 2021. This includes if you either were born in the UK but are not a British 

citizen or if you are married to a British citizen and you’re from the EU. 

You do not need to apply if you’re an Irish citizen or you have you have indefinite leave to enter / remain 

the UK. 

WHEN TO APPLY? 

The EU Settlement Scheme is already open, and if your application is successful, you will be granted 

either settled or pre-settled status. The deadline for applying will be 30th June 2021, or 31st December 

2020 if the UK leaves the EU without a deal. 

DO I HAVE TO PAY?  

It’s free to apply to the scheme.  

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?  

The rights and status of EU citizens living in the UK will remain the same until 30th June 2021. If you 

apply to the EU Settlement Scheme successfully, you’ll be able to continue living and working in the UK 

after 30th June 2021. You’ll be given either settled status or pre-settled status.  

Settled status: 

You’ll usually get settled status if you’ve started living in the UK by 31st December 2020 and lived in the 

UK for a continuous 5-year period (‘continuous residence’). Five years’ continuous residence means 

that for 5 years in a row you’ve been in the UK for at least 6 months in any 12 month period, except for 

one period of up to 12 months for an important reason, for example, childbirth, serious illness, study, 

vocational training or an overseas work posting or compulsory military service of any length. You will 

only need to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme once if you get settled status.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/types-of-british-nationality/british-citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/types-of-british-nationality/british-citizenship
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Your rights with settled status:  

- You can stay in the UK as long as you like.  

- Apply for British citizenship (https://www.gov.uk/british-citizenship), if you’re eligible  

- Work in the UK  

- Use the NHS  

- Enrol in education or continue studying 

- Access public funds such as benefits and pensions if eligible  

- Travel in and out of the UK 

- Bring close family members to the UK after 31st December 2020 if you meet the required 

criteria  

- Any children born in the UK while you’re living here will automatically be British citizens 

Pre-settled status: 

If you do not have 5 years’ continuous residence, you’ll usually get ‘pre-settled status’ instead. You can 

stay in the UK for a further 5 years from the date you get pre-settled status, but you must apply again 

and get settled status if you want to stay here for longer than that. You can apply to change your status 

as soon as you’ve got 5 years’ continuous residence. 

Your rights with pre-settled status  

- You can spend up to 2 years in a row outside the UK without losing your pre-settled status, 

but you will need to maintain your continuous residence if you want to qualify for settled 

status  

- Work in the UK  

- Use the NHS  

- Enrol in education or continue studying  

- Access public funds such as benefits and pensions, if eligible  

- Travel in and out of the UK 

- Any children born in the UK after you’ve got pre-settled status will be automatically eligible 

for pre-settled status (they will only be a British citizen if they qualify for it through their other 

parent) 

WHAT IF I HAVE PERMENANT RESIDENCY?  

If you have a ‘UK permanent residence document’, you will still need to apply.  

If you have a valid UK permanent residence document, you’ll have one of the following; a certificate 

inside your blue ‘residence documentation’ booklet (or pink if you’re a Swiss national), a certificate 

inside your passport, or a biometric residence card confirming permanent residence (only if you’re from 

outside the EU). You can change your permanent residence document to settled status by applying to 

the EU Settlement Scheme. You will not have to pay or prove you have 5 years’ continuous residence.  
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WHAT IF I HAVE INDEFINITE LEAVE TO REMAIN?  

You can continue to live in the UK without applying to the EU Settlement Scheme if you have indefinite 

leave to remain in or enter the UK. However, if you choose to apply (and meet all the other conditions), 

you’ll get ‘indefinite leave to remain under the EU Settlement Scheme’ - also known as settled status. 

This means you should be able to spend up to 5 years in a row outside the UK without losing your settled 

status (instead of 2 years with the indefinite leave to remain or enter you have now).  

HOW DO I APPLY TO THE SCHEME?  

You can complete the application form online using any device (for example, an iPhone). You’ll be able 

to get support over the phone or in person if you need help with your online application. You can scan 

your identity document or send your document by post. 

When you apply, you’ll need proof of:  

- your identity (valid passport or national identity) 

- your residence in the UK (you can give your National Insurance number to allow an 

automated check of your residence based on tax and certain benefits records) 

If you have been given pre-settled status when you believe you should have settled status, then you 

should contact the EU Settlement Scheme Resolution Centre. 

Or if your application is unsuccessful then you may be able to apply for an administrative review of the 

decision. An administrative review costs £80 and you must submit it no later than 28 days after the date 

on your decision letter. If you miss the deadline then you should apply again to the EU Settlement 

Scheme, it’s free to apply and you can apply as many times as you need to.  

WHAT IF THERE IS NOT A DEAL BY 31st OCTOBER 2019?  

Current government guidance says the EU Settlement Scheme will run as described allowing EU citizens 

to stay in the UK, however there may be some changes, including:  

- The cut-off date for living in the UK would be 31st October 2019. 

- The six-month grace period would be scraped, meaning the deadline to apply is 31st 

December 2020 not 30th June 2021. 

- 'Close family' can only join settled EU citizens in the UK before 29th March 2022. After that, 

family members would have to apply under the usual UK immigration rules. 

- People with a criminal record could find themselves deported more easily as Britain uses UK, 

not EU thresholds. 

- Major EU nations have individually said they'll allow UK ex-pats to stay, but this could vary by 

country. 

 

For updates as the Brexit negotiations progress, we would recommend checking the government 

website for the latest information.  


